
St. Lawrence Catholic Parish 
(St. Lawrence; St. Thomas; St. Paschal) 

2400 FM 2401, Garden City, TX 79739 
Ph.: (432) 397-2300; Fax: (432) 397-2319 

Email: stlawrence@sanangelodiocese.org; Website: www.stlawrencecatholicchurch.com 

Pastor: Fr. Joseph. P. Thumma 
Deacons: Dcn. Joel Gutierrez, Dcn. Floyd Schwartz 

Business Hours: 
Monday - Friday: 9 am - 12 pm 

Mass Schedule 

Weekend Schedule 
Saturday: 5:00 pm - English 
                6:30 pm - Spanish 

(Both Masses at St. Lawrence) 
Sunday: 8:00 am - English (Midkiff) 

 10:00 am and - English (St. Lawrence) 
12:30 pm - English (Sterling City) 

Weekday Schedule 
Mon, Wed, Fri: 8:00 am (St. Lawrence) 

Tues, Thurs: 7:00 am (St. Lawrence) 
Thursday: 7:00 pm (Es) (St. Lawrence) 

Tues, Thurs: 8:00 am (St. Thomas) 

Holy Days to be announced. 

Eucharistic Adoration 
First Friday: 7:30 am - 3:00 pm 

(St. Lawrence) 
9:00 am - 10 am (St. Thomas) 

Sacramental Life 

Reconciliation 
Saturday - 4:00 to 4:55 pm (St. Lawrence) 

Sunday - 7:30 - 7:55 am (St. Thomas) 
15 minutes before weekday Mass 

or by appointment 

Baptism 
Contact the parish office. 

Marriage 
Contact the Pastor at least six months prior 

to the intended date of marriage.  

Sick and Homebound 
Contact Linda Jones or parish office to 
receive a visit from a Minister of Care. 



Welcome Guests and Visitors...We’re so glad that you’re here and invite you to join us in thanksgiving 
for God’s action in our lives. Our goal is to provide a spiritual home where all are welcome, where the heal-
ing, reconciling, liberating love of God flows through us to all people. In this way, we believe that the Church 
is the sacrament of God’s saving presence in the world. 

Reflecting on God’s Word 

“You can’t take it with you,” Aunt Frances used to say. “I never saw a hearse pulling a U-Haul.” Aunt Frances 
had a point. We expend a lot of effort making money for our families, planning for retirement, and managing 
our investments. Yet we have no control over when our lives will be demanded of us. And wealth may not be 
the only “treasure” that we “store up.” 

We have many ways to preserve a false sense of security, to mask the vulnerability that we humans share. We 
may install security systems, move into gated communities, or buy a gun. We may buy SUVs with antilock 
brakes. We may store up good deeds that allow us to feel smug and self-satisfied, or grudges that put others in 
our debt. The scriptures today remind us that whatever we might be banking on to keep us safe is mere 
“vanity.” 

—Virginia Stillwell 
Copyright © 2012, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

Living Stewardship Now  

Christians have a great treasure in Jesus Christ, who personified for us the loving kindness of God. 
Whenever we feel overwhelmed by our vulnerability 

we can turn in hope to the life and love that flow from his cross. 

Copyright © 2012, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

Barns Filled With Riches 

The mortgage is paid off. So are the loans that were 
taken out for college tuition and children’s weddings. 
The second home that was once a far-off dream is 
now so close that it seems safe to dig out the real es-
tate magazines. And then . . . a daughter or son can no 
longer take care of a child. It’s time to start over, this 
time as grandparents in the parents’ role. Thousands 
of older adults face this situation today, becoming 
temporary or permanent guardians of their grandchil-
dren. 

Vanity of vanities. The years of toil with sights set on 
a great reward now belong to someone else: food, 
clothing, braces, summer camps, and school tuition. 

But, as one grandmother said of her 13-year-old 
granddaughter, Megan, “It has all been worth it. She 
brings such joy. What would I do without her?” 

And so the barns filled with “riches” are again taken 
down and new and true riches are discovered. Once 

again a new self is found in Christ, and the storehouse is filled with life that is truly pleasing to God. 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, July 30 (St. Lawrence)                                               
5:00 pm: + Ryder Gass by Marcus & Amy Halfmann 
6:30 pm:  For the Healing of Roberto Guerrero by The    
     Guerrero Family (In Spanish)  

Sunday, July 31 (St. Thomas, St. Lawrence, St. Paschal)                                
8:00 am: + Jimmy Watkins by Mike & Denice Batla 
10:00 am: + Chico Denis by Rory & Tibby Niehues 
12:30 pm: For all parishioners   

Monday, August 1 (St. Lawrence) 
8:00 am: + Hubert Frerich by Leon & JoAnn Halfmann    

Tuesday, August 2 (St. Lawrence) (St. Thomas)                         
7:00 am: + Chico Denis by Eugene & Marilee Jost 
8:00 am + Arnold Matthiesen by Gary & Janice Durham 

Wednesday, August 3 (St. Lawrence) 
8:00 am: + Larry Hays by Kevin & Linda Hirt 
7:00 pm: + Francis Herring by Rose Schwartz (In Spanish)   

Thursday, August 4 (St. Lawrence) (St. Thomas)             
7:00 am: + George Halfmann by Tommy & Karla Hoelscher 
8:00 am:+ Hubert Lange by Sheryl Wilson   

Friday, August 5  First Friday                                               
St. Lawrence)                                                                                                                             
7:00 am + Ben Dierschke by Alan Dierschke 
7:30 am– 3:00 pm Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament         

(St. Thomas)                                                                                                                                  
8:30 am + Eugene O'Mara by Russ & Rachel Eggemeyer           
9:00 am-10:00 am - Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament  

Saturday, August 6 (St. Lawrence)                                               
5:00 pm: + Barry Hirt by Annette Frerich 
6:30 pm:  Healing of Jimmy by The Strube Family 
    (In Spanish)  

Sunday, August 7 (St. Thomas, St. Lawrence, St. Paschal)                                

8:00 am: + Tracy Grimes by Wilbert & Joyce Braden 
10:00 am: + Lester Jansa  
         by Sammy & Charlotte Kellermeier 
12:30 pm: For all parishioners   

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 

 When Pope Pius XII died in 1958, there was the 
usual buzz of speculation about likely successors. 
Cardinal Agajanian, Patriarch of the Armenians, was 
highly thought of as a likely choice. This took many 
Catholics by surprise, since he had never celebrated 
the same liturgy as Pope Pius, but followed ancient 
Armenian customs according to the Eastern Church, 
which veils the Eucharisic liturgy from sight by a se-
ries of curtains, and in which the priest kneels while 
the people stand for Communion. 

 In the years that followed, the Second Vatican 
Council would affirm the dignity and independence of 
the Eastern Churches, in complete union with Rome, 
yet different in patterns of life and worship. We have 
the same faith, the same sacraments, and the same 
pope. Yet everywhere in the world our separate 
Churches are combined into families held together by 
the ministry of bishops. All of this serves as warning: 
If you ever say, “But we’ve always done it this way,” 
you are on very thin ice indeed! 

—James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

TRADICIONES DE NUESTRA FE 

 Del 1 al 5 de agosto los capitalinos en El Salvador 
celebran la fiesta del Salvador del Mundo, cuando re-
cuerdan la Transfiguración de Jesús en el Monte Ta-
bor. Como muchas fiestas patronales en Latinoaméri-
ca esta semana está llena de carnavales y desfiles. La 
celebración principal es una procesión religiosa con la 
imagen de Jesús, el Divino Salvador del mundo. La 
estatua de Jesús con sus brazos extendidos en bendi-
ción es llevada desde la Basílica del Sagrado Corazón 
hasta la Catedral Metropolitana. Vestida de un rojo 
que recuerda su pasión, la imagen es cargada sobre los 
hombros de una veintena de fieles. Al llegar a la cate-
dral la imagen patronal es puesta en una torre de más 
de 20 metros de alto. Eventualmente la estatua revesti-
da de blanco aparece de una esfera encima de la torre 
en medio de gritos, aplausos y cantos. Esta esfera azul 
representa el mundo entero, mundo salvado por Cris-
to. La transfiguración de esta imagen en San Salvador 
recuerda la pasión y resurrección de Jesús, eventos 
claves que han hecho de él, el Salvador del Mundo 
entero. 
       —Fray Gilberto Cavazos-Glz, OFM, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Parish Office: 432-397-2300 

Bulletin Email: stlawrence@sanangelodiocese.org 
Website: www.stlawrencecatholicchurch.com 
Face Book Page: St. Lawrence Catholic Church   
Hall Booking: Brandon Dieringer 432-268-3083 
For Funeral Needs: In the event of a death in the 
family, please contact Fr. Prem @ 432-397-2300. 

POPE’S PRAYER INTENSION FOR JULY 

Elderly 

We pray for the elderly, who represent the roots and 
memory of a people; may their experience and wis-
dom help young people to look towards the future 
with hope and responsibility. 

mailto:stlawrence@sanangelodiocese.org
http://www.stlawrencecatholicchurch.com


 18th Sunday of Ordinary Time 

When we understand 

God's generosity, we 

realize how wealthy 

we truly are. Even if 

we have little money 

in the bank, our lives 

are rich in God -- feel-

ing protected and 

cared for by God, giv-

ing us an abundance 

of peace that gets us 

through trials and bat-

tles with wisdom and 

endurance.  

God's generosity also 

leads to material 

goods. Every material 

blessing we have 

comes from God. He 

delivers it to us 

through the talents and 

skills he has given to 

us. Whatever we earn 

through our own ef-

forts comes originally 

from God's efforts. 

God is the source of 

everything that’s good 

in our lives.  

However, there’s more! Everything from God is 

meant to bless others, too. We are conduits of God's 

generosity.  

Whatever we have that we re-fuse to share becomes 

the cause of sin. We succumb to selfishness, which 

is akin to greed. The problem with greed is that it 

hurts others by denying them what God wants to 

share with them. What makes us vulnerable to this 

sin? Self-reliance. It comes from thinking that we 

can rely solely on our-selves and on our own re-

sources instead of part-

nering with God in gener-

osity. Even when we rec-

ognize that God has been 

generous with us, self-

reliance says that we are 

responsible for prevent-

ing the poverty of giving 

it away to others.  

When we protect our 

lives by storing up our goods, others suffer. In the 

Gospel reading this Sunday, Jesus ad-dresses both 

greed and self-reliance, because they are completely 

contrary to the personality of God.  

Generosity grows when we under-stand that God is 

the provider of everything good and that he will 

continue to provide for us even when we give away 

what he gives to us – especially when we give away 

what he gives to us. Think about what you have in 

abundance (be it money, or joy, or wisdom, or les-

sons learned from experience, or ___ ). Now look 

around. How might you be the answer to someone 

else's' prayers?  

Whatever we hope to have already belongs to God 

and is meant to be shared with others. This is the 

primary economic principle of the kingdom of God. 

The Body of Christ thrives only when there's a con-

tinual exchange of goods. We call this the commun-

ion of saints.  

Reflect & Discuss:  

1. What is most difficult for you to share or give 

away? 

2. Why do you cling to it? What are you afraid will 

happen if you let goof it? 

3. Why do we feel safer relying on ourselves than 

on God?  

Ecclesiastes 1:2; 2:21-23  
Ps 90:(1)3-6,12-14,17  
Colossians 3:1-5, 9-11  

Luke 12:13-21  

Monday August 1  
St. Alphonsus Liguori  

Jeremiah 28:1-17  
Ps 119:29,43,79,80,95,102  

Matthew 14:13-21  

Tuesday August 2  
Jer 30:1-2,12-15,18-22  
Ps 102:16-21,29,22-23  

Matthew 14:22-36  

Wednesday August 3  
Jeremiah 31:1-7  

Jer 31:10-13  
Matthew 15:21-28  

Thursday August 4  
St. John Mary Vianney  

Jeremiah 31:31-34  
Ps 51:12-15,18-19  
Matthew 16:13-23  

Friday August 5  
Nahum 2:1,3; 3:1-3,6-7  
Deut 32:35c-36b,39,41  

Matthew 16:24-28  

Saturday August 6  
Transfiguration  

Daniel 7:9-10,13-14  
Ps 97:1-2,5-6,9  
2 Peter 1:16-19  
Luke 9:28b-36 

 © 2022 by Terry Modica ▪ Catholic Digital Resources: catholicdr.com ▪ Reprinted by license. 



GRANEROS LLENOS DE BIENES 

Ya pagamos la 
hipoteca. Y 
también los 
préstamos que 
se tomaron pa-
ra el pago de la 
universidad y 
las bodas de los 
hijos. La se-
gunda casa, 
que una vez fue 
un sueño lejano 
está ahora tan 
cerca que sería 

recomendable empezar a revisar las revistas de bienes 
raíces. Y en ese momento. . . un hijo o una hija no 
puede atender a su propio hijo. Es entonces tiempo de 
volver a empezar, esta vez como abuelos en el rol de 
padres. Miles de adultos mayores se enfrentan hoy a 
esa situación, y se convierten en tutores temporales o 
permanentes de sus nietos. Vanidad de vanidades. Los 
años de trabajo arduo con miras a una gran jubilación 
hoy pertenecen a alguien más: comida, ropa, ortodon-
cia, campamentos, escolaridades. Pero, como dijo una 
abuela de su nieta de 13 años, “Todo ha valido la 
pena. Ella me da una enorme alegría. ¿Qué haría yo 
sin ella?” Y así el granero lleno de “bienes” se vacía y 
descubrimos nuevas y verdaderas riquezas. Otra vez 
encontramos nueva vida en Cristo, y el almacén se 
llena de la vida que realmente agrada a Dios. 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch 

Come Celebrate  
The Feast of St. Lawrence 

Wednesday ~ August 10th ~ 6:00 PM 
St. Lawrence Parish Hall 

A light meal will be served, 
followed by talks from the ROME 

BOYS! 
This will be a "THEOLOGY ON 

TAP" evening, 
so bring your favorite beverage. 

Event theme:  Spiritual Warfare 
(Camo attire welcomed!) 

Vocation Cross/Chalice 

Pray for  Seminarians,  Bishops, Priests, Deacons &            
all religious. also pray for more vocations to the 
priesthood, religious life.     

July 31 
St. Lawrence –Eugene & Marilee Jost 
St. Thomas –  Bo Eggemeyer Family 

August 7 
St. Lawrence– JoAnn Hillger 
St. Thomas– Karen Streicher 

August Worklist   

Pete & Angie Dehlinger- CH                              
Wayne & Susan Hirt, Wayne & Audrey Davis, Dec. 
Floyd & Martha Schwartz, Derek Dieringer Patrick & 
Yenny Garcia, Adam & Tiffany Parker, Larry & 
Becky Batla, Colton & Tacoma Schwartz, Chris & 
Lana Hirt, Randy & Stephanie Braden, Greg 
Schraeder, Henry & Shelley Chudej, Jorge & Maria 
Salais. Bo & Amber Eggemeyer, Manuel & Laura 
Bustos 

Happy Birthdays and Anniversaries 

St. Lawrence  

Birthdays: Kaden Fuchs, Daniel Michalewicz, Keegan 
Batla, Pat Pelzel 

Anniversaries: Doug & Karen Schaefer, John & Jennifer      
Seidenberger, Pete & Angie Dehlinger, Delfino & Maria        
Andrade, Duane & Carla Braden, Larry & Brenda Bradford 
and Leon & JoAnn Halfmann 

St. Thomas  

Birthdays: None                                                                                                                         
Anniversaries: None 

St. Lawrence Church Ministries 

Saturday, August 6                         
 Sacristan: Mitchell Jansa  
 Readers: Volunteers           
 Eucharistic Ministers: Volunteers 

Sunday, August 7     
 Sacristan: Robert Michalewicz   
 Readers: Volunteers                                           
 Eucharistic Ministers: Volunteers  

Parish book study -- Monday, August 1st 
at 7pm.  We will discuss the next 40 pages 

of  

"The Fifth Mountain." 

See you at St. Lawrence. 

Blood Drive 

The next blood drive will be August 10 from 7:00 am 
till 12:00 pm at the Glasscock County Coop. To 
schedule an appointment please call Lynette Jansa at  
(4320 354-2255. 

Please give the Gift of Life. 

Festival News                                                                                                                
Altar Society officers are asking that all adult parish-
ioners submit their job request in the job box at the 

back of church. The box will remain there through the 
end of August. 



"I don't know. Maybe. I'll 
try."  

"From this moment," I 
said, "I'm turning over to 
you all my merits, if any, 
in the sight of God. Please 
don't let me go before 
God's judgment seat bank-
rupt.”  

That night, for the first 
time I prayed, "Jesus, I 
don't ask You to make me 
well, but help me to help 
that poor woman. Let me 

have strength to sit up in a chair just once more."  

The next morning I talked to Him again. Young 
Dr. McNamee came early to "take soundings" as he said. 
His eyebrows lifted.  

"You feel better," he said.  

"Yes, and I'm going to sit in a wheel chair today," 
I announced.  

"Take it easy, Father. I'll order a good breakfast 
for you. But sitting up – that's another proposition. Be a 
good boy and do as the doctor says."  

"How good do I have to be to sit up again?" I chal-
lenged.  

"Well – let me see. If you improve today as you 
did yesterday, we might heave you into the chair."  

"Doctor," I laughed, 'don't have any doubt about it. 
Soon I'm going riding in a wheel chair."  

"Where?"  

"Just to visit a friend in the hospital – the head 
nurse.” "She'll drop dead," he said. And then, wryly, 
"Which might not be such a bad idea."  

All that day I planned my campaign. Scrupulously 
I carried out the nurse's orders. Then I wrote a draft on the 
Lord, on His Holy Mother, on all the saints. And I've never 
been as excited, even before a track meet, as I was when 
the doctor came next morning.  

Excitement is not good for me. It sends my blood 
pressure skyward. The doctor frowned a bit as he read it. 
.'Not so good today. What have you been up to?"  

He must have read the disappointment in my eyes.  

"I've been praying too hard. No buggy ride to-
day?" “No buggy ride today. Maybe tomorrow if you keep 
quiet and do as I tell you."  

That night I did some plain talking to a Woman 
who has never let me down.  

"This is such a little favour I'm asking – just to sit 
up in a chair once more. You exercise primacy over the 
angelic chorus and the legion of the saints, and I crowned 

you Queen before the Pope did. Get this worn out old heart 
of mine pumping tomorrow so the doctor will smile a bit. 
And the head nurse. I’d like to see her smile again too."  

The next morning I was relaxed when the chaplain 
came. The doctor didn't need to go through all his exami-
nations. I knew the answer before he did. I was going to sit 
up in a wheel chair.  

"A promise is a promise," he said, "and you get 
your little buggy ride."  

My nurse and an orderly lifted me from the bed 
where it seemed I had spent a lifetime. I was in a brave 
new world now, an adventurer seeking uncharted seas – in 
a wheel chair.  

"I'm going places," I told Sister. "Where?" she 
asked.  

"First, of course, to the chapel. I've a rendezvous 
with someone there. Then we'll drop by to greet the head 
nurse."  

"What a contrast! " my nurse said under her 
breath.  

I merely spent enough time in the chapel to alert 
someone that it was His move.  

When I was wheeled into the head nurse's office, 
she was silent. She just looked and clasped and unclasped 
her hands.  

"You win," she said.  

"Don't be foolish," I said, "two other people win, 
you and God. I'm only a spectator. I'll be seeing you to-
night."  

"It'll be a long day," she said.  

Even though I am young in the priesthood, I have 
heard thousands of confessions. But this one was the per-
fect confession. Mary of Mandela, the penitent Peter, St. 
Augustine, and all the great penitents spoke through the 
mouth of one sinner. 

All I did was to pronounce the formula of absolu-
tion.  

Never have I felt greater joy as a priest. There was 
joy in Heaven. I knew, but even its Queen couldn't be any 
happier than I.  

Now I shall be able to greet my parents with a de-
light that even they must feel. Playing hide – and – seek 
with God can be great fun. He knows that when He wants 
me, I shall come.  

…July 5; Midnight 

 Have you ever been too happy to sleep? I am. 
Dear Lord, when the head nurse comes to you tomorrow 
morning, please be good to her and teach her to smile 
again. 

… To be continued next week 

The Priestly Heart 
The last Chapter in the Life of an Old-Young Priest 

By The Right Reverend Maurice S. Sheehy 



The Journey of Faith begins with your questions. 

What is faith? How does faith grow?  

What do Catholics believe and why is it different from other faith traditions? 

How different is it really? 

Classes for the Christian Initiation of Adults are available for anyone who 
wants to learn more about the Catholic faith. The process begins with an 
“Inquiry” period, when questions lead to exploration. Drop in – no obliga-
tion, no commitment, no pressure – at our Q&A sessions. 

The second phase is the “Catechumenate” period for those who are 
interested in becoming fully Catholic. Classes end in the "Mystagogy" 
period, with a focus on how to identify God’s special calling and pur-
pose for your life. 

When: To Be Announced. 
Where: St. Lawrence Catholic Church 

If you’d like to take this journey of faith, call the RCIA Director: Karla Hoelscher, Ph.: 432-268-3891 

Already Catholic? 

If you love your faith and would like to help mentor someone on their journey, 
please sign up to become a sponsor or join the RCIA Team. 

AS THE START OF RE SESSIONS  
APPROACHES… 

You can ask yourself how your family is living your 
faith so far this summer. 

Here are some suggestions to help your child prepare 
for RE over the remaining weeks of summer and start 
of RE if he/she will be in … 

First Grade – Make the Sign of the Cross and pray 
together the “Our Father” and “Hail Mary”. Pray to-
gether for people in your life. Explain that God al-
ways hears our prayers. Read stories about Jesus. 
Talk about Jesus as the Son of God who became one 
of us because of God’s great love for us. 

Second Grade – Attend Mass together and point out 
during the Mass that the priest is doing the same 
thing Jesus did at the Last Supper. Make a connection 
between the stories you hear at Mass and stories 
you’ve read them from the Bible. Bless yourselves 
with the holy water at the entrance of the center doors 
of church and relate how that reminds us of our Bap-
tism. Show Baptism pictures and share your experi-
ences of it. Light his/her Baptism candle and pray 
together. Explain that prayer is a time to talk and lis-
ten to God. 

[Suggestions for other grades next week] 

St. Paschal Catholic Church 
REGISTRATION FOR 2022-2023 

Registrations are now being accepted. Early registra-
tion enables us to order books in time before the Reli-
gious Education Year begins. If you will be new to 
our program, contact the RE Office to set an appoint-
ment to register. We will be happy to assist you in 
setting your child on a journey with Christ within a 
supportive faith community. This year onward, we’ll 
have a new curriculum called Faith and Life Series 
for our children. For more information contact our 
RE coordinator Victoria @ (325) 304-3432. 




